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WE ARE PROUD TO BE 60 
 Sixty years of service in an 
institution such as the military as 
women is no mean an achieve-
ment. This is a milestone that all 
women in the Ghana Armed Forc-
es are proud of. 

 Over the past sixty years, 
women in the Ghana Armed Forc-
es have played pivotal roles in the 
provision of peace and security 
which are essential to national 
development. Through various 
duties and operations that we 
perform both locally and interna-
tionally, we contribute our quota 

to development while rising above all the societal and 
cultural stereotypes militating against the woman.  

 Drawing inspiration from the great Ghanaian 
Queen mother, Yaa Asantewaa who against all odds dared 
to join men on the battlefield we have proven beyond all 
doubts that our capability can match up to that of our 
male colleagues.  The Ghana Armed Forces can boast of 
female pilots, engineers, medical doctors, technicians, 
drill instructors, lawyers, among other disciplines which 
hitherto, women dared not venture into. This is indicative 
of the capability of the Ghanaian woman. 

 Pregnancy and childbirth among other peculiar 
issues of women naturally places some impediments in 
the way of the woman. Nevertheless, we rise above these 
challenges and make strides towards great achievements.   

It is fulfilling and worth celebrating six decades of 
conquering these and many other obstacles that soci-
ety and culture have put before women. 

 As much as clocking sixty years calls for cele-
bration, it also calls for stocktaking of events over the 
past years. This is to enable us identify pitfalls, 
restrategise and reposition ourselves to face the 
daunting journey ahead of us. Women have all it takes 
to achieve what men have achieved and even do 
greater things. 

 There is the need therefore, to bring our skills 
up to date by improving on existing knowledge and 
being audacious.  We must ensure that our voice can 
be heard on things or conditions that hinder our pro-
gress as women in general and in the military in partic-
ular.  Together and with strong support for each other 
we can achieve a lot more.  It is also important that we 
challenge ourselves and also encourage healthy com-
petition among ourselves and our male colleagues. 

  It is said that a nation that does not honour its 
heroes is not worth dying for. We are therefore grate-
ful to the High Command of the Ghana Armed Forces 
for recognising our contributions and honouring us 
through this celebration.  This is motivational, empow-
ering and will propel us to attain higher heights. The 
journey ahead will be hard and rough but with deter-
mination and the mercy of God we shall prevail. 

Congratulations to us.   

********************************************* 

FEMALE KEY APPOINTMENT HOLDERS 

MAJ D K ACHEAMPONG   
Finance Officer 

MAJ C ADIASANI   
Principal Nursing Officer 

CAPT A FRIMPONG 
Gender Officer 

CAPT D BOSOMTWI - DUKER 
CIMIC Officer 

LT C ERZUAH 
Adjutant 

LT D QUAYE 
Military Police Officer 

WO1 ABUBAKARI N 
Food  Warrant Officer 

WO1 LOGAH P A 
Ops Assistant 

WOII DANKWAH J 
Librarian 

SGT ASEMPAH B 
Reporter 
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Since its disbandment, the employment of women 

in the GAF has seen significant progress in conso-

nance with the tenets of the 1992 Constitution. 

Thus, we now have vibrant and pivotal role for fe-

males in the Service.  

 Our Armed Forces today, has adopted the 

policy of deploying women for various challenging 

tasks other than the previous traditional sedentary 

ones.  Female soldiers are now employed in all the 

three Services to take up roles such as engineering 

and construction, communications, intelligence 

and policing. This development will not only help 

advance the career development of women, but 

also enable the Armed Forces to accomplish its 

diverse roles more efficiently and effectively. 

 This message will not be complete without 

making reference to the great contributions of our 

females both home and abroad, particularly in 

United Nations and ECOWAS Peace Keeping Oper-

ations, which have won global acclaim.  This is a 

clear manifestation of the Military High Com-

mand’s endorsement of gender parity as part of its 

policy agenda. 

 Once again, on behalf of the Military High 

Command, Officers, Men, Women, Civilian Employ-

ees, and in my capacity as the Chief of the Defence 

Staff, I say Congratulations to you all. The planning 

and execution of this Anniversary have been par-

ticularly impressive, interspersed with refreshing 

and unifying activities, and I hereby commend the 

Planning Committee and all personnel for their 

hard work. 

 May God bless us all. 

GOODWILL MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF OF THE DEFENCE STAFF  

TO UNIFORMED FEMALES OF THE GHANA ARMED FORCES ON THE  

OCCASION OF THEIR 60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 It is with great pleasure, that I extend warm 

felicitations from the Military High Command, Offic-

ers, Men, Women and Civilian Employees of the Gha-

na Armed Forces (GAF) to our Gallant “Women in 

Uniform” on the occasion of the celebration of their 

60th Anniversary of existence in the Ghana Armed 

Forces (GAF). 

  I view the occasion of this Anniversary as a 

well-chosen moment for our ladies to express and 

showcase their immeasurable contributions and tal-

ents towards internal security and world peace.  This 

occasion is also a landmark event and a perfect tim-

ing to take stock and reflect on their lives as person-

nel of our noble Armed Forces. 

 Having regard to their historic background 

from the era of the Women Auxiliary Corps, I envis-

age a great future for them in current on-going re-

structuring and gender mainstreaming for gender 

equity in the Service.   

 It may be recalled that a Directorate of the 

Women Auxiliary Corps was established in the early 

independence era, to oversee the affairs of women 

in the GAF.  

LT GEN O B AKWA 
Chief of Defence Staff 
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CO, Lt Col Abass Atuluk welcomes a dignitary to the female 

at 60 event 
Tanzanian female peacekeepers arrive for  the female at 

60 event 

Deputy Sector West Commander, Col Ian Bryan 

arrives for the FC’s visit 

HoM/Force Commander, Maj Gen Stefano Del Col arriving for 

his maiden visit to GHANBATT which occurred on the same day 

The all - female Honour Guard Commander pays 

compliment to the HoM/FC during visit 

The HoM/FC inspects an all - female Honour Guard 

Guest of Honour for the Women’s day, Madam Nicoleta 

Verestuic  - Chief Mission Support arrives for the event 

Madam Nicoleta Verestuic  inspects an all - female 

quarter guard 

GUEST ARRIVALS 
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CULTURAL DISPLAY 

Female traditional drum troupe Colourful display of the Adowa dance 

Dancers perform for Madam Nicoleta Verestuic A beautiful show of authentic Ghanaian culture 

The invited guests were not left out  Madam Nicoleta Verestuic joins in the dancing 

Procession by the “Queen Mother “ The “Queen Mother’s executioner” 
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Troops from sister battalions applaud the spectacular 

drill display by the all - female contingent 

Madam Verestiuc in a chat with the senior lady 

Maj Damea Kuis - Acheampong 

Representatives from the Lebanese Armed Forces Other invited guests enjoying the performance 

FC and CO joined the guests to watch the female drill 

display as part of the FC’s visit 
Chinese and Tanzanian Female guests 

Italian Battalion ladies Malaysian Battalion ladies 

THE AUDIENCE 
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The parade commander asks permission to commence 

the drill display 
The conducting Warrant Officer, WO1 Logah Patience 

Abla about to dress the ranks of the contingent 

The contingent on parade Rifles at the carry 

Contingent  marches with rifles at the trail 

DRILL DISPLAY IN PICTURES 

The GHANBATT Band in attendance 

Present arms on the march 

FC takes the UN salute at the end of the drill display 
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CULTURAL EXHIBITION  

Madam Verestuic admiring a  kente cloth Other guests enjoying the exhibition 

These Irish Ladies are all smiles at the beauty of the 

exhibition 
A GHANBATT lady explains the items on display 

Traditional jewellery on display There were a wide array of items to look at 

These ladies try on a kente stole A guest enquires about an exhibition item 
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HoM/FC presents a medallion to the CO FC signing the visitor’s book 

FC taking his last salute as he leaves 

Madam Verestuic signs the visitor’s book 

FC congratulates Gnr Asamoah - Darko Emmanuella and 

presents her with a medallion for an excellent brief 

FC interacting with CO and Madam Verestuic  

CO decorates FC with a kente stole CO presents an artefact to the FC 

EXCHANGE OF GIFTS AND SIGNING OF VISITOR’S BOOK 
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 Your involvement in peacekeeping has con-

tributed to the many successes chalked by your 

contingent in this mission especially in areas such 

as CIMIC and gender advocacy training.  You have 

also served as an inspiration to many young girls in 

this country and back at home. 

 Allow me to take a few moments to address 

a few issues that has affected women in the past 

and continues to affect women today.  In as much 

as we are celebrating women contribution in insti-

tutions such as the Armed Forces there are still 

many areas in which same opportunities are not 

opened to women.   

 Inequality continues to be rife in most coun-

tries and equal opportunities are not given to fe-

males.  Sadly, in some places these discriminatory 

practices are emboldened by customs, traditions 

and beliefs.  It is important to note that there is 

more work ahead to empower women in our socie-

ties. 

 It is equally important to touch on the issue 

of Girl education. Girls in many countries are delib-

erately side-lined by families or by circumstances 

such as poverty in favour of male child education. 

However, the education of girls is key to breaking 

some of the myths and stereotypes that prevent 

women from reaching their full potentials. It is 

evident that in countries where Girl education is 

taken seriously, there is increased productivity 

among the human resource base.  I therefore en-

treat you all to create opportunities for your chil-

dren especially your daughters, who knows, one of 

them may become Chief of Mission Support or 

Head of Mission in the near future. 

 To conclude, I would like to express my grat-

itude and commendations to the Commanding 

Officer, Officers, Men and especially the Women 

of this battalion for organising such a wonderful 

event. I have had a completely wonderful time 

with you, and I pray more opportunities avail them-

selves in the future for us to interact and learn 

from each other. 

 To ladies of UNIFIL GHANBATT 86 and all 

ladies of the Ghana Armed Forces, “MU TRI NKWA” 

SPEECH BY MADAM NICOLETA VERESTUIC - THE GUEST OF HONOUR  

FOR THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF WOMEN IN THE  

GHANA ARMED FORCES 

 My dear ladies, it is such a wonderful pleasure 

to be with you today for this historic moment you 

are commemorating in your career.  I say well done 

for the excellent drill display.  There is a lot to be 

joyous about, after chalking 60 years in a male-

dominated profession and excelling as equals, while 

breaking all stereotypes and myths in the process. 

 Ghana as a country needs to be commended 

for taking such bold steps 60 years ago by acknowl-

edging the equality of males and females and creat-

ing equal opportunities them. I am pleased to know 

that the roles opened at the time were not just done 

as tokenism but based on the need for women to 

take their rightful place as partners in nation build-

ing. Proof of this can be exemplified in the late 

Squadron Leader Melody Millicent Danquah who in 

1963 was chosen among the first three women to be 

commissioned into the Ghana Air Force as pilots. On 

22 June 1964, Flt. Cadet Danquah flew solo for the 

first time in a de Havilland Canada DHC-1 Chipmunk 

aircraft, becoming the first Ghanaian woman to fly 

an aeroplane solo. 

 It is obvious that Ghana is earning the fruits of 

these progressive steps as can be seen in the very 

professional and smart way you conduct yourself as 

a Military.  Another outcome of this can be seen by 

your large representation in peacekeeping theatres 

across the world and having the highest number of 

females in UNIFIL and other missions. 

NICOLETA VERESTUIC 
 Chief Mission Support 
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WOMEN’S FORUM IN PCTURES 

CO opens the Women’s forum  Capt Bosomtwi delivers a lecture on Women in the Military 

 

The GHANBATT adjutant moderates the forum Cross section of participants 

Cross section of participants Cross section of participants 

Cross section of participants The Chinese participants rise to be introduced 
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WOMEN’S FORUM: PARTICIPANTS SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES 

Tanzanian participant addresses the forum Lebanese Representatives 

Kazakh Representative Irish representative 

Cambodian Representatives Italian Representatives 

Representative of the Republic of Korea  and interpreter Slovenian Representative 
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Chinese Representative 

Indonesian Representative 

Indian Representative 

Serbian Representative Armenian Representative being helped with translation  

The forum was highly interactive 

An empowering session  

WOMEN’S FORUM: PARTICIPANTS SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES 

Madam Nicoleta Verestuic delivers her address 
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I will like to take the opportunity to thank the 

Guest of Honour and our invited guest who took 

time off their busy schedules to be part of us to-

day. We are most grateful ma’am. 

 I speak on behalf of my male counterparts in 

acknowledging the significant role you ladies play 

as military members of the Armed Forces through 

the unique skills and perspective you bring on 

board despite the various societal and cultural hur-

dles you encounter daily.  

I therefore urge you to remain disciplined 

and professional in the conduct of your duties. Do 

take advantage of the numerous in-mission train-

ing activities to enhance your skills further. Learn 

from your colleagues from other contingents and 

likewise share your experiences with them. Be 

abreast with the mission mandate and carry your-

selves in a manner that would inspire young girls in 

the local communities to emulate you.   

On this note I will wish all the ladies Ayeekoo for a 

wonderful celebration!!! Thank you. 

CO’s ADDRESS ON WOMEN’S DAY  

CELEBRATION 

Our distinguished Guest of Honour Madam 

Nicoleta Verestuic, Invited guests, Participants, 

women of the GHANBATT, Ladies and Gentlemen.  

All too soon we are drawing the curtains on this glo-

rious celebration of 60 years of females in the Ghana 

Armed Forces to a close in UNIFIL.  

Over the past two weeks, several activities 

were conducted in this camp to mark the occasion 

such as the Women only Combat Walk, African 

Night, Religious Service and finally today’s event. 

Back at home, similar activities have taken place but 

on a larger scale. I can say that this anniversary has 

indeed been well celebrate, in a manner that is de-

serving of our gallant females.  

To all UNIFIL ladies, today’s activity has 

shown the level of solidarity among lady peacekeep-

ers in UNIFIL. I am sure that no other mission will 

have this kind of support from other female mem-

bers of the mission. This is evident by the presence 

of our distinguished Guest of Honour, the Chief Mis-

sion Support who despite her tight schedule is here 

with our very gallant UNIFIL ladies.  

LT COL A ATULUK 
CO UNIFIL GHANBATT 86 

********************************************* 
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RECEPTION 

Guests treated to Ghanaian dishes Participants enjoy a meal 

Dignitaries applaud the band 

The refreshment allowed for socialisation 

Guests help themselves to savouries Madam Verestuic in a conversation with the CO 

A wide angle view of the reception 

The dance band entertained patrons 
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GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS 

LAF group photo 

Tanzanian group photo Chinese group photo 

Cambodian group photo Italian group photo 

Group photo with FC 

Slovenian group photo Armenian group photo 
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GROUP PHOTOGRAPHS 

Beautifully clad Adowa dancers 

India was not left out Neither was Kazakhstan 

It was a time for solidarity CO GHANBATT and CO CHINMED  

Nepalese group photo 

Madam Verestuic bids the CO goodbye before departing One big UNIFIL family 


